
For your review, and AICP member input –
From the President of the American Institute of Certified Planners…

Tenured Faculty Membership Program Proposal

Over the past week, I have personally heard from over a hundred AICP members interested in the proposal
before  the  Commission  to  create  a  membership  program  for  tenured  faculty  at  PAB-accredited  planning
programs. That's in addition to those members that read the online materials posted on November 11 and
submitted comments  through the website.  I  must  say that  my fellow Commissioners  and I  appreciate  the
dialog.

The Commission is considering a proposal to invite tenured faculty of PAB-accredited programs to apply for
AICP membership. If qualified, the member would then be accepted without taking the exam. The grant of
tenure, which requires extensive written materials and, typically, three or more levels of approval, is being
considered as an acceptable alternative to the written Comprehensive Planning Exam. National and chapter
leaders discussed the proposal on several occasions at APA's 2011 fall leadership meetings held in
September  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  proposal  was  also  discussed  with  the  American  Collegiate  Schools  of
Planning at their annual meetings in October. The Commission then decided to post the proposal for AICP
member  comment  which  was  done  through  the  November  11,  2011  edition  of APA Interact for Certified
Planners.

In developing the draft Tenured Faculty Membership Program proposal, the Commission struggled with
many of the concerns raised by members. The eight AICP Commissioners are professional planners, elected
from  among  AICP  membership,  trying  to  address  a  long-standing,  difficult  challenge  of  reaching  out
effectively to planning educators without undermining the value of the AICP credential. We feel this is one
way to strengthen our profession and connectivity to those educating future planners.  We do look forward
to a continued, more respectful and substantive dialogue with members on this issue and your thoughtful
suggestions for improvement. I strongly encourage you to read the detailed information available
online about the proposal, along with the form for submitting comments. After reviewing comments,
we will offer an additional comment period on a more finalized draft.

Sincerely,

Anna Breinich, AICP
President of AICP

American Planning Association
205 N. Michigan Ave.
Suite 1200
Chicago, Illinois


