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C a n d i d a t e  f o r   P r e s i d e n t

Ralph E. Portmore, AICP

Ralph is a charter member of APA and has 
been an active member of APAHI since 
moving to Hawai‘i in 1973.  Ralph served 
APAHI as chapter president from 1988-
1989, and was Principal and Director 
of Planning for Group 70 from 1993 to 
2005.  He spent 12 years as a planner for 
the City and County of Honolulu, including 
serving as Deputy Chief Planning Ofþcer 
with the Dept. of General Planning from 
1981 to 1984. 

Candidate for vice President

Steve Lettau, AICP

Steve has been a member of APA for 
11 years and has recently served four 
years on APA’s Federal Planning Division’s 
Executive Committee.  Steve has been a 
consulting planner with The Onyx Group for 
19 years, and started The Onyx Group’s 
Hawaiôi ofþce in 1998.  Steveõs project 
experience has included work with the 
U.S. Navy, State of Hawai‘i, Kamehameha 
Schools and A&B Properties.

Candidate : director at-large

Paul V. Luerson, AICP

Paul is Vice President and the Hawai‘i Area 
Manager for CH2M Hill.  Paul has spent 
the last 29 years as a project manager 
and environmental planner at CH2M Hill.  
Paulõs project experience includes USACE, 
USAF Center for Environmental Excellence, 
USAF Base Planning, Hawaii County and 
most recently the Hawai‘i Superferry.  
Paul is a director with the Honolulu Post of 
Society of American Military Engineers.

THANK YOU
It has gone by fast, but this Spring 
Newsletter soon marks the end of my 
tenure as APAHI Chapter President.  
I am thankful for the countless hours 
volunteered by many in the planning 
community who have served the 
chapter during these two years.  We 
have a terriþc  slate of candidates 
for the elections, whom I am sure will 
serve the chapter well in the near 
future.  Please take some time and 
cast your vote and welcome the new 
chapter ofþcers as they carry on the 
mantle for the planning community 
here in the State of Hawai‘i.

Gene Yong
APAHI Chapter President

HAWAI‘I TRAVELS TO
PHILADELPHIA
Recollections from  the APA NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE by George Atta, Hilarie 
Keehne, Konia Freitas

Benjamin Franklin welcomed the 
conferees to the City of Brotherly 
love in period costume and the wit of 
the old statesman.  Robert Kennedy 
Jr. opened the conference with a 
rousing and inspiriing speech on 
the protection of the environment.  
The keynote on Tuesday with 
the Coloumbian ambassador on 
the transformation of Bogota 

was extremely enlightening and 
inspring.  
	
Philadelphia is an old city with great 
architecture and a tremendous 
sense of history.  William Penn’s 
Landing commemorates the start 
of the City of Brotherly Love and 




